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( Appeal to the Reeaders |

You will be happy to know that the Voice of
Buddha will now be published both in Hindi and English
so that readers who cannot read in Hindi can make use
of the English edition. I appeal to the readers to send
their contribution through bank draft in favour of
“Justice Publication” at T-22, Atul Grove Road,
Connaught Place, New Delhi-110001. The contribution
amount can also be transferred in ‘Justice
Publication’ Punjab National Bank account no.
0636000102165381 branch Janpath, New Delhi
under intimation to use by email or telephone or by
letter. Sometimes, it might happen that don't receive
the Voice of Buddha. In that case kindly write to us and
also check up with the post office. As we are facing
financial crisis to run it, you all are requested to send the
contribution regularly.

Contribution :
Five Year : Rs 600/-
One Year : Rs, 150/-
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Moustache Monologues: Why the mooch matters

Whether it's stache
selfies or the cool confidence
of Bhim Army chief
Chandrashekhar with his
Aviators and handlebar
mooch, style has become a
way of expressing selfhood for
Dalit youth

Last week, a
teenaged boy was attacked in
Limbodara, in Gujarat's
Gandhinagar district, for
daring to wear a moustache
that suggested his masculinity
was on par with that of his
Darbar-caste neighbours.
Whether it's stache selfies or
the cool confidence of Bhim
Army chief Chandrashekhar
with his Aviators and
handlebar mooch, style has
become a way of expressing
selfhood for Dalit youth

The attackers were
trying to invoke an ancient
caste privilege. But
immediately after the assault,
Dalit men across the state and
beyond began sharing selfies
of their own staches,
changing their social media
pictures to a sign that said 'Mr
Dalit', with a crown and a
glorious moustache above it.
If the attackers were trying to
repress Dalits, they did the
opposite — making the
upturned moustache the
symbol of Dalit assertion.

This is the same
macho confidence and cool
that Bhim Army founder
Chandrashekhar 'Ravan' had
patented, when he put up his
'Great Chamaars' signboard in
Saharanpur and mobilised his
motorbike-riding Ambedkarite
comrades.

Chandrabhan
Prasad, entrepreneur and
thinker, describes it as a new
and very different kind of
assertion. “It is not about
hiding your identity or being
afraid, or taking people to
court for using caste names.
Now they're saying, we're
chamar and we're great,” says
Prasad. How one looks and
what one wears is crucial to
this assertion. “Dalits have to
claim status, to prove society
wrong. Thakurs and Jats don't
need to dress up, to get others
to do salaams. But the idea
that Dalits are dirty was a
huge historical burden for my
generation, and their hard
labour left them little leisure to
groom themselves or look
good. But now, for the
generation that has grown up
in cities, or been exposed to
jobs in factories and services,
it's changed.” For many
historically oppressed groups,
style can be about conveying
selfhood. If African Americans
used their “cool” to show
defiance and contempt rather
than deference, a Dalit who
chooses to wear a Western
outfit is casting his lot with
modernity and individual
agency, rejecting caste
strangleholds.

No one was more
aware of the social power of
apparel than BR Ambedkar,
who wore three-piece suits, in
stark contrast to Gandhian
khadi, and exhorted Dalit men
and women to dress at least as
well as the upper castes. The
recent Tamil movie Kabali
carried on that proud spirit,

with Rajnikanth as an
indentured-worker-turned-
don in spiffy suits and
sunglasses declaring that his
clothes were his resistance.
“Kabali incorporated some
everyday struggles and
politics in Tamil Nadu. While
there is no outright opposition
to a Dalit in decent clothes,
there is definitely some
suspicion and discomfort,”
says C Lakshmanan, associate
professor at the Madras
Institute of Development
Studies.

“It makes the blood
of upper castes boil,” says
Jayanti Makadiya of the
Gujarat Dalit Sangathan. “Jab
ghulam rehte hain to kuch
nahi hota hai (When people
stay enslaved, it's all fine). But
as social consciousness
grows, people find the
courage to live like others and
this awakening is the reason
that attacks happen,” he says.

In the graded
inequality of Indian society,
castes have always been
demarcated by elaborate rules
on what to eat and wear, how
to move and where to live. “In
Gujarat, we could not wear
full-length chornos and dhotis
or grow moustaches. We had
to carry our shoes in our
hands in the presence of
upper castes. A dhoti could
not have a border,” says
Makadiya. Lower castes were
made to wear their abjection
on their bodies, across India.
While the doms were only
permitted to wear the cast-
offs of the dead, Mahars had
to identify themselves with a

black thread around their
necks. Women could not wear
gold jewelry, and wore iron or
silver, if at all. “If a women was
wearing a thick anklet, she
was likely to be lower caste,
while upper caste women
decorated their noses and
ears with jewelry. Dalit women
often wore a longer, baggier
kameez rather than a blouse,
and wrapped their saris
differently, sometimes with a
tie around the waist to let
them work more easily,” says
Prasad. Kerala had one of the
most elaborate sign systems
for caste differentiation, which
included clothing, jewellery,
hairstyles, names and food.
Your caste determined how
close you could stand to a
Brahmin, or if you could even
be within their sight and
hearing. Lower castes were
not allowed headgear or
umbrellas, the women could
not cover their upper bodies in
the presence of 'melajati’
upper caste men. If you had
the presumption to grow a
moustache or cover your
upper body, you had to pay a
tax to the ruler. Kerala saw a
series of agitations, from the
Channar rebellion for women's
right to cover their chests, to
the 1915 Ayyankali-inspired
protest where Pulaya women
cast away their kallumalas
(stone bead necklaces),
symbols of an oppressive
identity. But for the most part,
the visual markers of caste
have been obliterated by
modernity and consumerism,
Most Dalits wear jeans, shirts
and dark glasses, and the

young women are fashion-
conscious. “Nobody is
working in the landlord's field
any more, they're dressing up
their bikes, wearing good
clothes,” says Prasad. With no
nostalgia for traditional attire,
Dalits have every reason to be
fashion-forward. And this
impression of panache has
made other communities
insecure; recall the PMK's
Vanniyar leader S Ramadoss
warning of Dalit men “luring”
away upper caste women.

These tussles are
getting more intense because
of the ascendance of
reactionary and right-wing
forces, says Lakshmanan.
“Those who attacked the boy
in Limbodra were clearly told
by their elders that in the old
times, one could punish a
Dalit for having a moustache -
it has not happened in recent
memory. These incidents are
happening now because a
section of Hindu society is
nostalgic about their good old
days,” says Prasad.

But as the
moustache-twirling
statement by Dalits makes
clear, there's no going back on
freedom and dignity.

https://timesofindia.
indiatimes.com/home/sunda
y-times/moustache-
monologues-why-the-mooch-
matters/articleshow/6098703
4.cms?utm_source=whatsap
p&utm_medium=social&utm
_campaign=TOIMobile
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Stand Up India plan slowing down: Only 6% of bank branches gave loans to SC/STs

In all, the 42 RRBs have sanctioned Stand Up India loans to 536 people — 97 under the SC head, 32 in the ST category and
407 general category women. Three RRBs have not sanctioned a single such loan to general category women.

Shyamlal Yadav

Every bank has been
told that it will be your
responsibility to ensure that
wherever you have a branch,
you have to give loans to two
persons in the area — a youth
who is a Dalit or an Adivasi,
and a woman — to help them
start a new enterprise, new
business.

That's what Prime Minister
Narendra Modisaid at the
launch of the Stand Up India
initiative in Noida on April 5,
2016.

Records show that
17 months after this
assurance, barely six per cent
of the 1.3 lakh bank branches
have provided Stand Up India
loans to Scheduled
Caste/Scheduled Tribe
individuals. And less than 25
per cent of the branches have
provided loans to women in
the general category. This is
according to data on loans
obtained from the
Department of Financial

Services, Ministry of Finance,
by The Indian Express under
the Right to Information Act.
According to the data
received, 21 public sector
commercial banks, 42
regional rural banks and nine
private sector banks have
provided Stand Up India loans
to 5,852 SC applicants, 1,761
ST individuals, and 33,321
general category women.

The total loan
amount sanctioned across
banks is Rs 8,803 crore — so
far, only Rs 4,852 crore has
been disbursed. Data shows
that the 21 public sector
commercial banks have
together sanctioned Stand Up
India loans to 38,111
individuals - 5,559 of them
are SC, 1,653 ST and 30,899
general category women. The
average amount disbursed to
SC/St applicants is Rs 10 lakh
while the average for women
is Rs 12,27 lakh. Six of these
public sector banks have
together provided loans to

less than 100 SC individuals.
And 16 banks have not
sanctioned a single loan under
the ST category. Of the nine
private banks, IndusInd Bank
has sanctioned 184 Stand Up
India loans to SC individuals
while only 12 loans have been
provided by the rest. The data
provided shows that these
nine banks have together
sanctioned such loans to only
196 SC, 76 ST individuals and
2,015 general category
women. Four private banks
and 15 of 42 regional rural
banks (RRBs) have not
provided a single Stand Up
India loan to any SC
individual. The private banks
are Axis Bank, HDFC Bank,
South Indian Bank and The
Nainital Bank.

Five private banks —
Axis Bank, Federal Bank, ICICI
Bank, The Nainital Bank and
Yes Bank — have not
sanctioned a single such loan
to any ST person. Of the 42
RRBs, 33 banks have not

sanctioned even one such
loan to any ST individual. In
the case of SC individuals, 15
have not sanctioned any such
loan while the rest account for
97. Karnataka Vikas Grameen
Bank tops with 13 such loans.

The RRBs which have
not granted a single loan to
any SC individual are:
Arunachal Pradesh Grameen
Bank, Baroda Rajasthan
Kshetriya Grameen Bank,
Bihar Kshetriya Grameen
Bank, Chaitanya Godavari
Kshetriya Grameen Bank,
Chhattisgarh Kshetriya
Grameen Bank, Jharkhand
Grameen Bank, Kaveri
Grameen Bank, Kerala
Grameen Bank, Langpi
Dehangi Rural Bank, Pallavan
Grameen Bank, Pandyan
Grameen Bank, Punjab
Grameen Bank, Saurashtra
Grameen Bank, Uttar Banga
Grameen Bank
andUttarakhand Grameen
Bank. In all, the 42 RRBs have
sanctioned Stand Up India

loans to 536 people — 97
under the SC head, 32 in the
ST category and 407 general
category women. Three RRBs
have not sanctioned a single
such loan to general category
women.

The stated goal of
Stand-up India, according to
the government's website, is
to enable bank loans between
Rs 10 lakh to Rs 1 crore to at
least one SC or ST borrower
and at least one woman per
bank branch to set up a
“greenfield enterprise.” The
loan — repayable in seven
years — is at the lowest
applicable rate of the bank for
its rating category.

http://indianexpress
.com/article/india/stand-up-
india-plan-slowing-down-
only-6-of-bank-branches-
gave-loans-to-scsts-bad-
loans-narendra-modi-
4882649/
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Discrimination is not related to development

Dr. Udit Raj

Be it atrocities
committed on Dalits or
discrimination meted out to
them, it's not always
interrelated to
development. Ironically in
backward areas there are
lesser atrocities, contrary to
what is found in developed
parts of the country.
Recently two incidents
happened in Gujarat. First,
a dalit lad had kept stylish
mustache in village
Lambodra and that
infuriated the upper castes
and he was beaten badly. In
another incident at
Badarnia in Anand district,
Jayesh Solanki, 21 years
old, had gone to see Garba
dance which couldn't be
tolerated by Patel
community as a result he
was beaten badly and
eventually died. Needless
to say that Gujarat is a
developed state. This
proves that so called upper
caste don't fail to hurl
discrimination. The
paramount question arises
that why only mainly Dalits
rise to oppose and not
others. Do such incidents
affect Dalits only ? Isn't it
connected to the overall
development of nation and
other walks of life like
swachh bharat mission and
unity of the country.

The mindset which
wants to see Dalits,
backwards and women

excluded and persecuted is
the biggest stumbling block
in the progress of the
nation. Thus, it is not only
matter of concern for forces
of social justice and
backward community but
for all. Women constitute
nearly half of the population
and as long as they
continue to be
discriminated , their
contribution will be
negligent in field of
education, health and
economy. It will not allow to
improve the purchasing
power of such a vast
population that will have a
direct bearing on
manufacturing,
industrialization and service
sector. Despite the fact that
more than seventy years
have lapsed since
independence no serious
efforts have been made to
change the social structure
as has been done for the
cause of education, health,
infrastructure, aviation, IT
etc. The progress and
happiness of a nation
depends not only upon
natural resources and
endowments such as soil,
rivers, mountains, sea and
air but also the character of
it's citizen. Countries like
Korea and Japan are cursed
with zig zag land contour,
mountains, hills, rivers,
earthquakes among other
natural impediments yet
they have made

phenomenal progress. They
are not even blessed with
the flat land which is a
requisite for agriculture and
other economic activities
and yet see the progress
made by these unfortunate
island nations. About four
decades ago, South Korea
was at par with us in terms
of per capita income but
now it's per capita GDP
stands at $27,539 (USD) as
compared to $1,704 (USD)
for India. If casteist mind
realizes this fact there could
be some rapid change. Can
anyone think of having such
a feudal mindset that stylish
mustache can potentially
infuriate other citizens, Is it
only the subject matter of
law and order? If parents
give preferential treatment
to their sons, what
politicians and police can do
justice. Discrimination and
gender separation are
largely the product of
mindset.

Incidents like the one
at Lambodra and Anand
create doubt that are we
really getting proper
education. We have
hundreds and thousands of
schools and colleges,
thousands of professional
institutes and hundreds of
universities. There are
hundreds of television
channels which are run by
intellectuals and journalists.
Millions of teachers, writers,
poets, thinkers are in the

pursuit of knowledge and
education, yet our level of
education is on lower side.
Considering that politics has
not met the expectations,
how about our robust
education system. Are girl
students safe in college and
universities? Has the
education imparted been
able to impact the mind of
intellectuals? Have teachers
and professors cussed
healthy debate and rational
thinking? Storing the
information in tabula rasa
and omitting that in
examination does not mean
that a person understands
the society, meaning of life,
freedom, choice and
behavior towards others.
Let us understand by an
example, if the educated
had understood the
importance of cleanliness
and hygiene, that would
have itself guided the whole
society. It's quite dismal
that an educated man
distances more from
manual and cleanliness
jobs.

These two incidents
marred the social media and
the youth of Dalit started
flooding with comments on
Twitter, Facebook and
Whatsapp. They used
hashtag in support of
constitution which preaches
equality, justice and
freedom of choice. Had
these incidents not
happened, such negative

energy would have been
applied in production and
other constructive fields.
Such incidents divide
societies and increase
workload for the courts
which is completely
counterproductive. It
hampers political debate,
free discussion and
encourages caste
polarization. Smoke often
accompanies fire and
similarly these atrocities
have deleterious effect on
progress of nation. Caste
polarization outweighs the
plank of development.
Surprisingly upper caste
and privileged fail to realize
it. Almost all fields be it
administration, judiciary,
higher education, industry,
manufacturing, finance
sector, media are
dominated by the so called
upper caste and naturally
they have access to more
knowledge and education.
And thus they are more
responsible towards the
society. Going by any
yardstick they are more
responsible than
SC/ST/OBCs. Should they
not come forward to
condemn such
discriminatory practices?
Alas — if they could do now
which has not been done till
now, it will put India on the
path to development and
unprecedented progress.

20" Mann Ravty of THe Conreperation| ONE DAY CONVENTION

On 4" December'17 at Ramlila Ground, New Delhi

The 20th Maha Rally of The All India Confederation of
SC/ST Organizations will be held on 4th December'l7 (Monday)
from 10 AM at Ramlila Ground, New Delhi. All the stake holders of
the confederation are requested to start the preparation from
today itself. Soon all the resources for advertisement and
promotion will reach you via 'Voice of Buddha' and other mediums.
All those traveling by rail shall get their reservations done as soon
as possible. All State heads are requested to organize a state level
summit at the earliest if it has not been done yet. If required I will

attend it myself.

To get the latest information about the Maha Rally stay
connected via Facebook page of the Confederation by liking the
page at www.facebook.com/aiparisangh, follow us on Twitter
@aiparisangh and stay tuned to www.vobnews24.com.

Dr. Udit Raj, National Chairman

On 5th Nov.2017 at Speaker Hall, Constitution Club, New Delhi

All the State Presidents, Gen Secretary's
and Activists of Parisangh are informend that
they should attend a day long meeting on 5th
Nov., 2017 at Speaker Hall, Constitution Club,
New Delhi with all details of rally's
Preparation, Membership, Achievements, in
Social Media etc. Those who have become
stringer and reporters of VOB News24, Should
also attend with their progress
reports.Technical team of VOB News24 will
train them.
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