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Major Issues :

1. Reservation in promotion and in private sector

2. Enact Reservation Act

4, Reservation in higher judiciary and armed forces

5. Ban recruitment on contract

6. Spedal recruitment drives to fill backlog posts

7. Free and Equal Education and land to the landless

8. Law for implementation of SCP and TSP

9. Caste certificates of one state made valid in all states
10. Increase in educational scholarships in line with price rise
11. All India Judicial Services to be implemented

Major Achievements:
1.Saved Reservation by introducing 3 constitutional amendments
2Secured Reservation n Lokpal

3 Lakhs of people adopted Buddhism on 04 th November, 2001
4Raised issue of reservation in judiciary in the Supreme Court
5,Raise highest number of questions of Dalitsin the Parliamnet
6.Support to reservation for 0BCs in higher education

We, a few affected feel that
reservation in promotion is real important
issue but the real danger is not being
perceived of erosion of government jobs
which is being done under the garb of
Outsourcing, Contract System,
Disinvestment and FDI etc. There was a
time when thousands of government jobs used to be advertised in the newspapers but now they are reduced to a few
numbers. Central Electronics Limited, BEML, Salem Steel Plant like public sector undertakings have been privatized which
means the death of reservation. Recently 21 railway stations were privatized and one of the largest government company
thatis Air India is on the verge of privatization. The All India Confederation Of SC/ST Organization is the one which raised
the issue of reservation in private sector from the year 2002 onwards and that eventually became a national issue. The
UPA government was pressurized to do something in this direction but due to weak mass support in our side , it was
scuttled. The contract system is not only killing the jobs in the government but also increasing economic exploitation of
workers. The privatization in education has nearly excluded Dalits, Tribals, OBCs and Minorities. Discrimination in
academia has become the order of the day, be it the incidence of Rohit Vemula in Hyderabad Central University or INU.
Caste abhorrence and atrocities have led to the birth of organizations like Bhim Sena. What a shame! Lowest and dirtiest
possible occupations were assigned to Dalits and for that also they are penalized. Can this way a country become great?

There are contradictions and without resolving them the struggle can't go in right direction. Do not expect
from the Dalit and Adivasi Legislatures like MLAs and MPs who will fight for you because SCs/STs vote under the influence
of political parties. A Dalit Legislature can't get votes of Dalit on his appeal, then who will care. If some legislatures try to
be vocal for the cause, he will be side lined and others in the line will step in. It is right what Baba Saheb Ambedkar said
that political power is the master key but he entered the congress and did a lot despite the fact master key was in the hand
of Nehru Ji. The way the Patels and Jaats struggled for reservation without the help of politicians that is the way for us also
and to wait to have master key by the time everything will be gone.

Executives and Legislatures can't finish the reservation and now that is being done through judiciary. The
issue of reservation in promotion in UP ,MP and J&K has come in the Supreme Court . So far there was a danger in
reservation in promotion but now supreme court is posing other dangerous game to apply creamy layer in SC/ST by citing
example that a driver and a judge cannot be equal. The factis that a judge or driver if they belong to same caste are equal
but lower caste judge cannot be equal to upper caste judges. A driver lives in society not on car steering and judge in the
files of courts.

The All India Confederation of SC/ST Organization ( Parisangh ) was founded in 1997 to oppose 5 anti-
reservation orders and due to it's struggle 3 constitutional amendments were made. It fought for reservation for OBC in
higher education. It's Bahujan Lokpal Bill led to the provision of reservation in Lokpal. The Parisangh defended
reservation in promotion case (Nagraj) in Supreme Court in the year 2006 by hiring a private lawyer through government
for aamour of 40 Lakhs. Dr. Udit Raj MP succeeded in introducing the private member bill for reservation in Private Sector
in the Parliament, but due to lack of mass moment unlike Jaats and Patels, it has not progressed further. The Parisangh is
the only organization which takes up day to day problems of SC/ST employees in the country. Lakhs of Dalits adopted
Buddhism under it's banner on November 4, 2001. Is there any other organization in the country which has fought for
ideological and constitutional rights. There are organizations who garner support by sowing the enemy, but they never
jumpinto battle field. We say that if there is any other better organization than us, then support that otherwise rise above
the caste and ego and join the rally on 4th December'17 at Ramleela Ground New Delhi at 11 AM. Remember the house
number at a place is the only strength and go on doing lakhs of meetings here and there , will not help.

12, Reservation in Jammu and Kashmir by removing Article 370

By: Om Prakash Singhmar, Parmendra, Devi Singh Rana, N.D. Ram, Satya Narayan, Savita Kadiyan Panwar, Sanjay Raj
(Delhi), Sushil Kamal, Niraj Chak, Raj Kumar (U.P.), Sidharth Bhojane, Deepak Tabhane, Sanjay Kamble, Archana Bhoyar,
Sunil Jode (Maharashtra), S.P. Jaravata (Haryana), Tarsem Singh Gharu, Rohit Sonkar (Punjab), Vishram Meena, M.L.
Rasu, Mukesh Meena (Rajsthan), Vijay Raj Ahirwar, Heera Lal (Uttarakhand), Alekh Mallick, D.K. Behera (Odisha),
Paramhans Prasad, Narender Chaudhary, Vipin Toppo (M.P.), Ramubhai Vaghela, Utpal Kulkarni (Gujrat), S.Karuppaiah,
P.N. Perumal (Tamilnadu), Raman Bala Krishanan (Kerala), Madhu Chandra, Rev Langhu Hillery A. (Manipur), K.
Maheshwar Raj, Prakash Rathod (Telangana), Ch. Das (A.P.), Harsh Meshram, Pradeep Sukhadeve (C.G.), P. Bala (W.B.),
Madhusudan Kumar, Wilfrid Kerketta (Jharkhand), R.K. Kalsotra (J&K), Madan Ram, Sheodhar Paswan (Bihar),
J.Sreenivasulu (Karnataka), Sitaram Bansal, Nihal Singh Nihalta (H.P), Pradeep Basfore (Assam)
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contribution regularly.

(Appeal to the Reeaders

You will be happy to know that the Voice of
Buddha will now be published both in Hindi and English
so that readers who cannot read in Hindi can make use
of the English edition. I appeal to the readers to send
their contribution through bank draft in favour of
“Justice Publication” at T-22, Atul Grove Road,
Connaught Place, New Delhi-110001. The contribution
amount can also be transferred in
Publication’ Punjab National Bank account no.
0636000102165381 branch Janpath, New Delhi
under intimation to use by email or telephone or by
letter. Sometimes, it might happen that don't receive
the Voice of Buddha. In that case kindly write to us and
also check up with the post office. As we are facing
financial crisis to run it, you all are requested to send the

Contribution :
Five Year : Rs 600/ -
One Year :

‘Justice

Rs. 150/-
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How did Hindus become Hindu and why Hindutva is not Hinduism

Devdan Chaudhuri

May we never hate each other.

The Katha Upanishad

The aim of this essay is to recover
the true history and real meaning
of key words, which have got
muddled in the time of aggressive
political and cultural propaganda.
How did Hindus become Hindu

It was the imperial
British who demarcated on basis of
religious beliefs - before that all
major religious beliefs and
practices, which originated in
India, were termed together as
Hindu - a word coined by the
Persians to denote the land beyond
the Sindhu or Indus river - after
whom India has been named. The
name Indica has been used by the
Greeks to name India since the
time of Herodotus and
Megasthenes. Two works with the
same title Indica - by Megasthenes
and Arrian - described the Indian
subcontinent. So the name of India
got linked to the Indus River. The
Persians followed the Greeks and
named India after the river. But
they followed the original Sanskrit
name for Indus, and derived Hindu
from Sindhu. In old Persian, "s"
sounded like "h".So Hindu
originally had a geographical
connotation - from the Persian
perspective - to denote "the land
beyond the Sindhu"; the term
wasn't coined to denote any
religious meaning. The suffix
"stan" - indicative of a geographical
place - was added to form
"Hindustan".

Sindhu in Sankrit also
means river. India is that ancient
river which is flowing since 5,500
years, or according to a recent
archaeological discovery that
happened in 2016, for 8,000 years.

That's why the word "Hindu"
doesn't appear in the four Vedas,
the Upanishads and the Buddhist
scriptures. Even Adi
Shankaracharya - who is known to
have revived “Hinduism” in the 8th
century after centuries of
Buddhism - didn't have the word
"Hindu" in his consciousness or
vocabulary. He introduced the
esoteric "Advaita" philosophy for
the learned, while he
simultaneously revived the worship
of gods and goddesses for the
masses.

Adi Shankaracharya also
established the famous four
peethas at Sringeri (South),
Joshimath (North), Puri (East) and
Dwarka (West). But he never used
the word "Hindu" in any of his
works of philosophy, commentary
and spiritual poetry. But Buddhism
didn't completely vanish from
India. The Buddhist Pala dynasty
ruled Eastern India - including
Vanga - from 750 CE to 1174 CE
during which the proto-Bengali
language was developed along
with the early "Bengali" culture.

The word "Hindu"
doesn't appear in any ancient text
of Sanatan Dharma - of all sub-
religions and sub-cultures - before
few Sanskrit texts started to use
the word after 12th century. The
various traditions used their
philosophical and spiritual practices
such as Vaishnavs, Shakta,
Mahayana, Vajrayana, Advaita etc -
to identify themselves. But no one
called themselves Hindus. The
Punjab region - Sapta Sindhava of
the Vedas - has been called Hapta
Hindu in Zend Avesta. A 6 BCE
stone inscription of Persian King
Darius I mentioned the land of
Hi(n)dush - referred to North-
Western India. The people of India
were also referred as Hinduvan and
Hindavi in the 8th century Persian

text Chachnama. As pointed out
earlier, the word "Hindu" is an
ethnographic geographical word
and didn't denote any religion. Al-
Biruni's 11th century text Tarikh Al-
Hind and also the texts of the Delhi
Sultanate used the word "Hindu" to
denote all non-Islamic people of
India, and it remained ambiguous
about whether Hindu denoted a
region or areligion.

In the late 12th century,
Prithviraj Raso by Chanda Bardai -
that some scholars say was written
later than 1192 - documented the
defeat of Prithviraj Chauhan at the
hands of Muhammad Ghori. That
text is full of references to "Hindus"
and "Turks". Here as well
geographical meaning was used - it
was a battle between "Hindus and
Turks"; not Hindus and Muslims.
The Indian invaders didn't come
from Persia - the seat of Islamic
high culture represented by
modern day Iran - but they came
from Central Asia and they were
mostly Turks. The main religion of
ancient Persia was Zoroastrianism.
That was transformed by the Arab
Conquest of Persia in 651 CE that
expanded the Islamic Caliphate.
King Darius I of the Zoroastrian
Persia annexed parts of the Indus
Valley in the north in 515 BCE,
when the rest of ancient India was
dominated by sixteen
Mahajanapadas (great countries in
Sanskrit) that included Magadha in
the East - from where the Maurya
and the Gupta Empires evolved and
spread.

The Muslim Persian
never tried to conquer India
throughout its history. They never
sent out an army towards Hind to
annexe it with the Persian Empire
and their scholars translated
countless Sanskrit texts into
Persian. So what is being viewed as
"Muslim invasions" in present India
in context of our history wasn't
viewed as such in the medieval
times of the invasions. The invaders
were Central Asian Turkish warriors
who were exceptionally skilled as
horsemen. The first Mughal
emperor Babur was a Central Asian
Uzbeg. He was born in Andijan,
Timurid Empire that is present day
Uzbekistan. Even the Lodhi
Sultanate Dynasty that Babur
dethroned in Delhi originated from
Afghan Pastun dynasty that was
ruling North India since 1451.
Muhammad of Ghazni, Muhammad
Ghori and the Khilji dynasty - all
originated from modern-day
Afghanistan.

One has to keep in mind
that the great empires of ancient
India - such as the Mauryas and the
Guptas - had extended beyond
Afghanistan into Central Asia. Many
of the Turks and Afghans who are
now seen as "invaders into India"
came from regions which were
once part of the ancient empires of
India.

The Persian "Hindu"
slowly caught on among the people
of India and they started to use that
word to denote the difference
between them and the Turks.
Certain 16th-18th century Bengali
Gaudiya Vaishnava texts started to
use the word Hindu to contrast
themselves with Yavanas
(foreigners).

Chaitanya Charitamrita (16th
century) and Bhakta Mela (17th
century) - both in Bengali - used the
phrase "Hindu dharma".

There are countless
more examples. But the essential
truth is that the people of India
started to think themselves to be
"Hindus" slowly over several

centuries, after 12th century. This
happened because of the Central
Asian invasions that slowly
popularised the Persian word
among the populace. And the
Imperial British added "ism" to
Hindu in the early 19th century in
order to execute its divide and rule
strategy. All the three words:
Hindus, Hindustan and Hinduism
have no connection with ancient
India, prior to 12th century. They
began to get accepted gradually
after 16th century by a larger
populace. The recent DNA
genealogy studies - from multiple
sources - suggest: India has been
populated primarily by three waves
of ancient migrations. The last two
waves from Central Asia, Caucus
region and southern Siberia -
around 12,000-15,000 years and
4,500-3,500 years ago - have given
birth to India of now, in terms of
"Hindu" population. Hindus are also
the descendents of "invaders" into
India; our world has been formed
by migrations, and continues to be
formed by migrations. But
theHindutav ideology thinks India
as a "pure land" for "pure Hindus".
The ideology staunchly identifies
with the three crucial words -
"Hindu" and "Hindustan" coined by
the Persians and "Hinduism" coined
by the British - which are at the
heart of its nationalistic narrative
and worldview.

The three words - Hindu, Hindustan
and Hinduism - were coined and
popularised by Muslims and
Christians - whom the Hindutva
ideology identifies as "invaders".

The irony of this truth is
astonishing

All the diverse
philosophical traditions and the
sub-traditions which originated in
India are part of Sanatan Dharma
that translates to "Eternal Law" or
"Eternal Way of Things" or "Eternal
Order". What are now called
Hinduism, Buddhism or Jainism
were the sub-cultures (with sub-
sub-cultures) within the larger
culture of Sanatan Dharma.
Sanatan Dharma has to be seen like
a Great Wheel whose spokes are
the diverse thoughts and belief
systems which originated in India.
Most of the major systems also
imbibed aspects from the other
systems of thoughts - ideas were
mixed with other ideas to create
more ideas. So the flow of Sanatan
Dharma over time was like a
braided stream. Plurality and
syncretism were the essential part
of Sanatan Dharma; this is
reflected in the diversity of modern
India. S Radhakrishnan's Indian
Philosophy and Surendranath
Dasgupta's A History of Indian
Philosophy record the progression
of all the major schools of thought
which have shaped our history and
culture. All the traditions and sub-
traditions of all the religions under
Sanatan Dharma stem from the
major schools of Indian thought:
the Vedas, the Upanishads,
Buddhism, Jainism, Samkhyas,
Advaita, Kashmir Shaivism and so
on. They have got mingled with
myths, legends, folklore, epic
literature, passage of history and
regional propensities to produce
the diversity of religious and
spiritual practices of India. So
where does Hindutva fit within this
scheme of things? From where did
the word come into our
consciousness?

Hindutvais not Hinduism

I have observed that
books which have been written
while the author is incarcerated
tend to have a lasting impact in

some sphere or the other. In 1923,
while being incarcerated in
Ratnagiri, VD Savarkar wrote his
manifestoEssential of Hindutva. He
coined the word Hindutva to frame
his far-right political philosophy
that uses nationalism and religious
identity. Hindutva was ideated by
Savarkar, not the spiritual sages of
India. In the essay Hindutva: Who
is a Hindu? Savarkar himself wrote,
"Hindutva is not identical with what
is vaguely indicated by the term
Hinduism." His aim was the political
mobilisation of all those with
"Hindu" identity to form a nation of
militant nationalists. By this time
Savarkar was already a political
person. In 1915, he had founded
the right wing political party Akhil
Bharatiya Hindu Mahasabha. Dr KB
Hedgewar read Savarkar's
Essentials of Hindutva and was
greatly inspired by the ideas. He
severed his association with Indian
National Congress and founded the
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh
(RSS) in 1925. The Sangh Parivar
started its journey when Hindu
Mahasabha joined forces with RSS,
and the Parivar adopted Savarkar's
Hindutva to frame their essential
far-right ideology that was also
influenced by MS Golwalkar - the
second sarsanghchalak or the
second supreme leader of the RSS.

So Hindutva took birth as
a political ideology and has little
connection with the esoteric
philosophical and spiritual ideals of
Hinduism/Sanatan Dharma. It has
always linked itself with patriarchal
conservatism and ritualistic religion
which they framed as "Hindu
culture” and "Indian culture" while
neglecting the plural and secular
traditions of the broader and more
diverse Hinduism/Sanatan
Dharma.

The RSS also campaigned for
Manusmriti as the Indian
Constitution. Its inherent ultra-
orthodox worldview always
opposed liberal and progressive
principles. They still dream to alter
the Indian Constitution and change
the Indian Tricolour to saffron.They
also tend to think that the "Hindi-
Hindustani" version of Hinduism is
superior to the other kinds of
Hinduism that are practised,
especially in the South and Eastern
India. They look down upon
plurality as a sort of "religious and
cultural" distortion. India never had
a single all-powerful Church-like
organisation to define the practices
of Hinduism/Sanatan Dharma. This
allowed multiple orthodox and
unorthodox traditions and sub-
traditions to take birth and flourish
inIndia.

Respecting the freedom
of the human spirit to seek,
interpret, develop and pursue
religious and spiritual activities as
per one's own will and preference is
an unsung hallmark of Indian
civilisation. Plurality is not only the
reality of modern of India, but it is
also the essential "civilisational
spirit" of our land.

In reality, when one
looks behind the symbolisms,
tokenisms and propaganda, one
can assess that the ideals and
principles of "Hindu Rashtra"
resemble Hindutva Rashtra. More
than "Hindu" interests, they
represent Hindutva interest.
Looking at our times, I am not sure,
whether the Hindutva leaders and
supporters believe in any of the
prime concepts of
Hinduism/Sanatan Dharma: truth,
non-violence and karma. So one
shouldn't confuse Hindutva with
Hinduism/Sanatan Dharma;

Hindutva is not a religious idea, but
a far-right political ideology, just as
Zionism is the far right political
ideology of Judaism. The essential
aim of any political ideology is to
seek political power. The far right
ideologies tend to exploit religion in
a way that other moderate, liberal
and progressive ideologies don't.
By supporting or opposing
Hindutva, one doesn't necessarily
support or oppose Hinduism. By
supporting or opposing the
government, one doesn't
necessarily support or oppose
India.

Democracy gives the power to the
people to rightfully oppose those
who are in power; when this power
of the people is diluted, then
democracy turns into anti-
democratic authoritarianism.

The government is not the
nation; neither Hindutva is
Hinduism.

The "politically-
motivated" practice to call those
who oppose the BJP government or
the Hindutva ideology as "anti-
nationals" and "anti-Hindus" is
absurd. It's a manufactured
polarisation and a psychological
operation to divide people for the
sake of political power. The "non-
Hindutva Hindus" in our country
are not "lesser Hindus" as the far-
right would want their supporters
to believe. The "non-Hindutva
Hindus" are being derided as
"sickulars", "libtards", "leftists" and
so on. The Hindutva brigade is
aggressively fighting the fellow
citizens of one's own country and
all the fellow Hindus who don't
ascribe to its ideology. They have
made "enemies" out of people,
who simply don't agree with them.
Hinduism/Sanatan Dharma is so
vast and diverse, that no single
definition of Hinduism can exist or
be imposed upon India. That's why
the Supreme Court of India defined
Hinduism as a "way of life". The
socio-cultural engineering mission
of the Hindi-Hindustan-Hindutva
brigade to "convert" all the Hindus
of India with their practices,
worldview and angst-ridden ideals,
is doomed to flounder.

India is syncretic, multi-
lingual, multi-cultural and diverse.
When a single political party,
religious organisation or a linguistic
cultural group self-select
themselves as the sole custodian of
Hinduism, and wish to impose their
ways on the rest, then they not
only cause regional anxieties and
stressful fissures in the wider social
fabric, but they also violate the
traditional "civilisational spirit" of
our land. Theocracy-infused
nationalism or 'theo-nationalism'
that supplants humanism cannot
also define patriotism in the 21st
century when our collective
progress is deeply inter-connected
with the world. One also doesn't
need to hate targeted groups of
fellow citizens to display love for
one's nation. Social, cultural and
communal tensions in the time of a
severe economic downturn will
only peg back India. Those who are
misunderstanding Hindutva as
Hinduism and Hindutva
nationalism as Indian nationalism
should examine the nature of the
ideals, values and actions which
they are unwittingly supporting,
and contrast them with the
essential spiritual and
philosophical principles of
Hinduism/Sanatan Dharma.
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