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Karnataka Caste Census : Hailed for Ambedkar meet, CM keen to release findings
We want to make the report public but there are hindrances : Siddarmaiah

Having drawn
appreciation from a vast
section of Dalits for organising
a mega conference on Dr B R
Ambedkar in Bengaluru
recently, Karnataka Chief
Minister Siddaramaiah has
expressed keenness to release
results of a caste census
conducted two years ago in a
bid to consolidate the
community's support. The
Socio Educational and
Economic Census, a pet
project of Siddaramaiah, was
sanctioned in 2013 and
completed in 2015. But the
results have been under
wraps, reportedly due to
opposition from a section of
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Dalit leaders within the ruling
Congress and dominant castes
like Lingayats in north
Karnataka.

According to some
Dalit leaders, the opposition to
release of the report is from a
section in the community
known as “right Dalits”,
anecdotally shown as enjoying
most benefits in the society
over the poorer “left Dalits".
Lingayats, it is learnt, are
opposed to the release as
leaked sections of the report
have shown their numbers as
being substantially lower than
the current estimate in which
they account for 17 per cent of
the state's six crore population.

i
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National Chairman

Leaked sections of
the report have shown Dalits to
be the largest community in
the state. According to current
estimates, Scheduled Castes
and Scheduled Tribes account
for nearly 23 per cent of
Karnataka's population. The
Scheduled Castes or Dalits are,
however, divided into “right
dalits” (Holayas who follow
Babu Jagjivan Ram) and “left
Dalits” (Madigas who follow
Ambedkar). The “left Dalits”
feel hard done by the “right
Dalits” in benefiting from
reservations in government
jobs and education and have
been demanding release of the
caste census to throw light on
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their situation. There has been
speculation that the
Siddaramaiah government is
likely to release the findings
ahead of the 2018 Assembly
polls.

“After the census
report comes, we will be able to
create programmes for the
downtrodden and give
preference to them in our
planning. We want to make the
report public but there are
hindrances to it from those
opposed to social justice. They
accuse me of engaging in caste
politics. Is it caste politics to try
and understand the situation of
people?" Siddaramaiah said on
the final day of the Ambedkar
meet. According to sources in
the government, much of the
opposition to the release of the
findings is from within
Congress in which “right Dalits”
occupy important positions.

“"The biggest
opposition is not from
Lingayats, but from Congress
leaders from the community,"
the sources said. Senior
Congress leaders like
Mallikarjun Kharge, G
Parameshwara and H C
Mahadevappa are “right
Dalits”. The party currently

lacks any major leader from
the left group other than Social
Welfare Minister H Anjaneya
and former union minister K H
Muniyappa. Incidentally, the
BJP carried out a social
engineering exercise among
Dalits in Karnataka a decade
ago to exploit the weakness in
the Congress support base
within the community. In the
2008 elections, BJP won 21 of
the 36 seats reserved for SC
candidates in Karnataka. In
2013, Congress won 15 SC
seats, while BJP and JDS won
seven and 12, respectively.

Madiga activist B
Nagaraj said at the Ambedkar
conference, “Left Dalits have
two major demands if
Congress seeks their support
— one is the release of the
caste census report and the
other is implementation of
Justice A ] Sadashiva
commi ission
recommendations." Justice A J
Sadashiva commission report
of 2012 recommends internal
reservations among Dalits
taking into account
backwardness and right-left
groupings.
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Dr. Udit Raj, Member of Parliament introduced
SCP/TSP Private Member Bill in Lok Sabha

Dr. Udit Raj,
Member of Parliament
introduced a Private Member
Bill on 21st July, 2017
namely “The Scheduled
Castes and Scheduled Tribes
Sub Plans (Budgetary
Allocation and Special
Schemes) Bill, 2017.” There
are following provisions in
the Bill -

(1) The Central Government

shall, after due
appropriation made by
Parliament by law in this
behalf, make separate
budgetary allocation for the
welfare and development of
persons belonging to the
Scheduled Castes and the
Scheduled Tribes, in
proportion to their
population.

(2) The budgetary
allocations so earmarked
under sub-section (1) shall
be spent only on special
schemes in such manner, as
may be prescribed.

(3) The budgetary
allocations under the
Scheduled Castes Sub Plan

and Tribal Sub Plan shall not
be diverted for any other
purposes or allowed to lapse.

(4) For the purposes of this
Act, the Ministry of Social
Justice and Empowerment,
Government of India shall be
the nodal Ministry for the
Scheduled Castes Sub Plan
and the Ministry of the Tribal
Affairs shall be the nodal
Ministry for Tribal Sub Plan.

(5) The Ministry of Social
Justice and Empowerment
and the Ministry of Tribal
Affairs shall present separate
Annual Budgets and
Performance Budgets for the
Scheduled Castes Sub Plan
and Tribal Sub Plan,
respectively.

(4) Whoever contravenes
the provisions of sub-
sections (2) or (3) of section
3 shall be guilty of wilful and
deliberate act of dereliction
of duty and shall be punished
under section 4 of the
Scheduled Castes and the
Scheduled Tribes
(Prevention of Atrocities)
Act, 1989 after fixing the

individual responsibility.

STATEMENT OF OBJECTS
AND REASONS OF THE
BILL

The legislative
efforts undertaken to close
the development gap
between Dalits and Adivasis
and other date back to 1950,
when the Constitution
provided opportunities for
the Scheduled Castes and
the Scheduled Tribes in the
areas of education,
employment in public
services and electoral seats
through the policy of
reservation. From economic
point of view, the most
important policies approved
so far are the Tribal Sub Plan
(TSP) and the Special
Component Plan (SCP), now
called Scheduled Castes Sub
Plan (SCSP), executive
budget policies, according to
which funds and resources
are to be reserved across
Central Ministries and
Departments in the State
Governments in proportion
to the Scheduled
Castes/Scheduled Tribes
population at the National,

as per the current census
data.

However, close
scrutiny of the current
situation reveals that these
two policies have not been
implemented effectively. The
money earmarked under
these policies is diverted for
general scheme and does not
go for funding of the
schemes, exclusively for the
benefit of the Scheduled
Castes and the Scheduled
Tribes. It is not surprising
that Dalits and Adivasis still
remain far away from
mainstream development in
the country. The literacy gap
is still quite high and the
dropout rate is still high. The
rate of infant mortality and
child mortality under five is
higher among the Scheduled
Castes and the Scheduled
Tribes than among other
social group; the Scheduled
Castes and the Scheduled
Tribes are still less equipped
with the basic requirements
for human survival like water
and power supply facilities,
latrines, sewarage, houses,
etc. and poverty is still very
rampant among them.

In fact, positive and
substantial changes require
making appropriate
allocation of funds
compulsory, their
distribution timely and
focused and effective
management of the funds
for the welfare of the
S cheduled
Castes/Scheduled Tribes.
Hence, there is a need to
introduce a new piece of
legislation with the objective
of achieving the holistic and
speedy economic
development of these
communities. In order to
ensure speedy economic
development of the persons
belonging to the Scheduled
Castes and the Scheduled
Tribes, it is proposed to give
statutory back up to the
SCSP and TSP and a strict
monitoring on their
implementation, without
diversion of funds
earmarked for welfare of the
Scheduled Castes and the
Scheduled Tribes.
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Islam’'s reform: Way to go

Can passages of the Quran be cherry-picked — to embrace what is appealing and to skirt around what is not ? That is the question

-Javed Anand

In his article on how
religions evolve ('Let's talk to
the Book', IE, July 15),
Ramesh Venkataraman
makes the interesting
proposition that the ongoing
debate on triple talaq in the
country signals the welcome
stirring of the reform
process in Indian Islam. In
parting, he should perhaps
have urged Indian Muslims
to speed up a bit. For in their
slow march forward Indian
Muslims are way behind
their co-religionists
elsewhere who have been
asking tough questions of
their Book, making bold
demands of their faith and
its followers. Not
surprisingly, Muslims
committed to universal
human rights, gender
justice, non-discrimination
between citizens on grounds
of religion etc face
difficulties with many a
Quranic verse.

On gender justice, a
good example is the oft-
quoted verse 4:34
(Venkataraman quotes it
partially): “Men are the
protectors and maintainers
of women, because Allah
has given the one more
(strength) than the other,
and because they support
them from their means.
Therefore the righteous
women are devoutly
obedient, and guard in (the
husband's) absence what
Allah would have them
guard. As to those women
on whose part they fear
disloyalty and ill-conduct,
admonish them (first),
(next), refuse to share their

beds, (and last) beat them
(lightly).” Venkataraman
quotes the philosopher
Anthony Appiah as saying
that the reform of
Christianity 500 years ago
was greatly facilitated by the
fact that on encountering
morally ambiguous,
contradictory or problematic
passages, ordinary
Christians who started
reading the Bible for
themselves decided on
“which passages to read into
and which to read past.”
Simply stated, the reformists
chose to “cherry-pick” from
among the passages of the
Bible, embracing what was
appealing, skirting around
what seemed appalling.

But how do you
“read past” any verse of the
Quran if as a believing
Muslim for you it is an
absolute article of faith that
the Quran is the Word of
Allah revealed to Prophet
Mohammed through the
Archangel Gabriel? For a
believing Muslim who agrees
that any meaningful reform
in Islam today must
necessarily address the issue
of equality between the
sexes, there is no way to
skirt around 4:34. You simply
have to engage with it. But
then, how do you reconcile
your faith in an Allah who
endorses male superiority
and recommends wife-
beating with your fidelity to
the principle of gender
justice?

To get around this
thorny issue some current-
day Muslims resort to a
linguistic device, claiming
that the Arabic word “darab”
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in the verse has meanings
other than “beating”. The
fact, however, is that the
overwhelming majority of
exegetes, the liberal ones
included, accept the
translation of “darab”( d-r-b)
as physical chastisement.
The only dispute is over
issues such as at when it's
OK to beat and the
permissible intensity of the
beating (accordingto some a
feather or a flower are the
only permissible weapons).
The late Moroccan Islamic
scholar, Fatima Mernissi,
notes that the immediate
context of the revelation of
verse 4:34 was a woman's
complaint to the Prophet
that her husband had
slapped her. The revelation
then had necessarily to
address the issue of wife-
beating.

While this issue
remains a knotty one, in
recent years several women
(and men) scholars of Islam
— Mernissi, Amina Wadud,
Riffat Hassan, Asma Barlas
among others — have
credibly argued that the
Quran is a gender-sensitive
document. For them, it is the
exegetes with patriarchal
mindsets who are
responsible for having read
patriarchy into the Quran.
For example, in her book,
Believing women in Islam:
Unreading Patriarchal
Interpretations of the Quran,
Asma Barlas argues: “The
Quran recognises men as the
locus of power and authority
in actually existing
patriarchies. However,
recognising the existence of
patriarchy, or addressing
one, is not the same as
advocating it”.

Interestingly, while
many Muslim women
scholars and activists see
Allah as being entirely on
their side in their “gender
jihad” against the patriarchs
of Islam (ulama), South
Africa's Farid Esack, a male
educated in a Pakistani
madrasa, a believing,
practising Muslim, an Imam
to boot, has an interesting
point to make. Esack agrees
that the Quran does contain
“sufficient seeds for those
committed to human rights
and gender justice to live in
fidelity to its underlying
ethos”. But he argues that
the liberal Muslim claim that
“the Quran is a Magna Carta
of gender justice does not

withstand the scrutiny of
critical scholarship”. In a
paper titled, "What Do Men
Owe to Women? Islam &
Gender Justice: Beyond
Simplistic Apologia”, Esack
labels several renowned
“liberal” Islamic scholars as
“Islam's apologists”.

To drive his point
home, Esack
quotes the late Anglican
Bishop Kenneth Cragg who
observed: “The eternal
cannot enter time without a
time when it enters.
Revelation to history cannot
occur outside it. A prophet
cannot arise except in a
generation and a native land,
directives from heaven
cannot impinge upon an
earthly vacuum.” In other
words, constrained by the
time and place of revelation
— seventh century Arabia —
the Quran could not possibly
be a Magna Carta of gender
justice, speaking the
language of the 21st century.
(Even today, 15 centuries
later, gender injustice
plagues the world cutting
across communities,
countries and cultures).

Mernissi says the
same thing differently: “If
men had need of God, God
also had need of men”. In her
book, Women and Islam, she
points out that the gender
question almost precipitated
a civil war within the very
first generation of Muslims.
“Faced with the difficult
choice — equality between
the sexes or the survival of
Islam — the genius of
Mohammed and the
greatness of his God shows
in the fact that at least at the
beginning of the seventh
century the question was
posed and the community
was pushed to reflect on it”.
She blames the later
exegetes for not pushing the
envelope.

Esack who has
issues not only with verse
4:34 but with others too
pertaining to gender has no
hesitation saying: “If a
choice has to be made
between violence towards
the text and textual
legitimisation of violence
against real people (women)
then I would be comfortable
to plead guilty to charges of
violence against the text”.
Esack has no difficulty in
quarrelling with the Book for
“my theology is about a God
that is essentially just and

compassionate”.

Notwithstanding

the differences between the
different strands within
Islam — traditional, liberal,
progressive, extremist —
one thing has remained a
constant among most
believing Muslims: The
belief that the Quran is the
Word of Allah.
But now enters a British
Muslim, Hassan Radwan. In
an article recently published
by the online portal New Age
Islam, he makes an
altogether radical
prescription for salvaging
Islam from “the hardline
literalists undermining the
soul of a loving, universal
creed”. According to him,
“Liberal and progressive
interpretations depend
mostly on nuanced readings
of the Quran and Sunna, or
forcing new meanings out of
them. But by playing the
extremists' game of
interpreting the texts, we
allow them a semblance of
legitimacy. We also give
them the opportunity to
come back with theological
workarounds”.

So, what is to be
done? Radwan's answer:
“We Muslims need to take
the bold step of challenging
the very idea that the Quran
and Sunna are infallible.” But
how can the Quran, the
word of God, be fallible?
Simple. “The Quran is not
the speech of God”, he
maintains, quoting several
modern-day Muslim
scholars as also quite a few
from the early period of
Islam in support.

According to
Radwan, once Muslims
accept that the Quran is not
the Word of God, they can
“unashamedly cherry-pick”
from among the Quranic
verses, accepting the good
ones and rejecting the bad.
Like the Christian reformists
did 500 years ago?

The writer is
general secretary, Muslims
for Secular Democracy, and
co-editor, 'Communalism
Combat’

http://indianexpres
s.com/article/opinion/colum
ns/islams-reform-way-to-
go-triple-talag-quran-
4756857/
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Social Message of Presidential Election

It was well
anticipated that Shri
Ramnath Kovind would
secure the victory with
comfortable majority. Some
MPs and MLAs outside the
NDA also voted for him. Shri
Ramnath Kovind received
more votes than expected.
His appointment at the
highest office in the country
is seen as a strength of the
Indian democracy. This
election was not a routine
because for the second
time a person from
marginalized section was
fielded for this highest post
and it was but natural that
the debate around it could
happen. It was a big
surprise that his name was
announced all of a sudden
which was not in domain of
discussion. Everyone
including media were taken
by surprise. This forced the
UPA to give their candidate
from the same section.
Due to the decision of
congress this presidential
election became a question
of Dalit v/s Dalit. In some
section this could have
become heart burn issue as
why a candidate for the
President of India is being
termed as Dalit ? To them,
the candidate would have
been known or publicized
as Indian.

Even though the
president has limited
executive power, but still it
is the highest position in the
country. At the same time,
he is the guardian of

constitution and the
chief of army. Ever
since the concept
welfare state has
emerged, more or less
all over the world it is
being attempted to
have inclusive
governance. Giving a
chance to a person
from down trodden
section to the highest
position is an attempt
to have inclusive
governance. These
actions are necessary
to convey message of

Dr. Udit Raj

the disadvantaged for
thousands of years. If
this is viewed in this
context, then the
election of Shri
Ramnath Kovind as the
second dalit president is
to support and motivate
the suppressed sections
of society. Itis the duty
of every citizen to
support this cause not
only in the interest of
these marginalized
communities but for the
progress of nation. Any
society which is so

equality and justice to
the left over class in the
society. Indian social
system is very different
from others in the world.
Other countries do not have
caste and spiritual based
discriminatory system. To
some it will appear an
appeasement but they
should know under what
circumstances these
marginalized and so called
lower caste dwell in the
society. Those who are on
upper strata in the society,
they can't imagine the
sufferings of scheduled
caste, scheduled tribe and
backwards. If such people
who think that caste is a
thing of past, to know this
reality they should live the
life of these untouchables
for a day, it is guaranteed
that they will change their
notion. Had they worked in
tanneries, lifted and
cleaned the excreta of
other human beings they

would have realized that
what is the suffering of
people from where Shri
Ramnath Kovind comes
from. There is unending
miseries of these people
and fielding him for this
post is @ minor attempt of
reparation.

In June 1893, when
Mahatama Gandhi was
travelling in South Africa on
a first class train ticket then
he was asked to move to the
third class, because he was
not white. Since he had a
first class ticket so he
protested and then he was
forcefully dropped on the
railway station. He could
not bear this humiliation
and kept thinking about it
the whole night at the
station and finally in the end
he decided to fight against
this injustice. What
happened with Gandhi Ji is
very small as compared to

what has continued to

Appeal to the Readers

You will be happy to know that the Voice of
Buddha will now be published both in Hindi and English
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inequal like ours it
would be day dreaming
to catch up developed
countries of the world.
Brethren and sister who feel
that why the merit is being
compromised, they should
introspect in the light of
above facts and what
happened to Gandhi Ji.
Those who are reeling
under such circumstance
for thousand years, Gandhi
Ji could not bear for a day
and vowed to over throw
the British regime.

In India, the society
is fragmented into thousand
groups — castes. It is in the
interest of the nation that all
those be it Dalit, OBC,
minority or women are
given fair representation in
all walks of life. By ensuring
participation of each section
only, not only it will help in
growth of the country but
also create conducive
environment to its citizen to
have choice, freedom and
happiness. Electing Shri
Ramnath Kovind as the
president is a step so that in
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times to come no one feels
that he is backward or
neglected. If this sense of
feeling prevails in our
society that would address
major issues which impede
to create healthy society.
Waiting for that moment
when things will be decided
on the basis of merit and it
is possible when the society
abridges the gap between
caste and gender and so on
so forth.

Recently there was
a seminar on national
security in Delhi. While
speaking I was reminded of
Israel at that time our Prime
Minister Narendra Modi was
also in Israel. I had to say if
our society was also united
like Israel then a
unsuccessful country like
Pakistan would not have
the audacity to export
terrorism. Election of Shri
Ramnath Kovind as the
second dalit president of
India is a step towards
uniting the society and also
moving ahead towards
progress. As long as
division on the basis of
caste persist till that day
phenomenon like of
presidential candidate will
be continued. His election
has not only political
ramification but in all walks
of life.

-The writer is a
member of Lok Sabha.
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