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Ethics is the answer
We need liberation theologists, like Ambedkar and Gandhi, who can help people discard the worst
features of their inherited religious culture and replace them with ethical i

Anand Patwardhan

With fiery orange hidden‘
under a newfound tricolour;
Narendra Modi’s rise to power,
saw a mushrooming of thej
RSS and affiliates like the
ABVP. Pseudo “nationalism”
invaded every campus. Thé
state-induced suicide off
Rohith Vemula triggered a
broad Dalit-Left unity againsﬂ
the hegemonic designs of the
RSS/ABVP. But despite initial
success, the unity was short-‘
lived. The fault lay as much|
with the Left (of all shades)
for being unable to overhaul‘
its internal dynamics, as with
Dalit groups that fell prey to
red-baiting and exclusivisﬂ
identity politics. |

On one side werg
traditional Marxists, brought
up to believe that caste would
automatically wither away,
once the economic base
became socialist. On the
other were Dalits who
understandably did not trust
largely upper caste-led
formations. Sadly, the ideg
that individuals are indelibly
marked by birth gained‘
currency. \

Identity politics is 3
double-edged weapon. As
long as identifiable groups
are oppressed, the oppressed
unite according to identity.
“Black is beautiful” was al
necessary movement for
Afro-Americans in the US,
just as pride in Dalit or
Buddhist identity is necessary,
in India. The trouble begins
when this turns into an
exclusivist movement,
Malcolm X went through a
black Muslim phase when he
described all white people as
“devils”. Butin his later years,
he completely rejected this
for a much more inclusivq
critique of injustice and
inequality. That is when the
American “deep state” killed
him. Similarly, while a broad
section of Dalits are inclusive
and understand th
distinction Ambedkar made
between the ideology of
Brahminism and individual
who happen to be born
“upper” caste, there is a tinyl
section that sees birth as all
defining. The fact that
Western post—modernistsJ
encourage identity politics in
preference to class analysis
has given separatist poIitic§
international acceptance. ‘

The Left and Dalit
should have been natural
allies. People like Comrade
Govind Pansare, Kanhaiya‘

‘K umar and
Dignesh Mevani
‘have represented
this unity and
HCU, INU and
many Indian
campuses saw its
mazing
potential. Into this
mix, I would add
\prog ressive
andhians — a ‘
Narendra Dabholkar, a Medha
\Patkar, who adhere to non
iolence but always fight foq
the oppressed. ‘

Both Gandhi and
Ambedkar recognised that
this country was so steeped in‘
religion that atheism or pure
rationality would not reach
the masses. Each in his own‘
Lvay became a liberation
theologist. Unlike Ambedkar
andhi did not choose hiﬁ
religion but inherited it. But to
this, he applied post-
Enlightenment ethical vaIue%
that were essentially modern.
When he began manual
Fcavenging, he destroyed th%
very basis of the
pollution/purity dichotomy at
the heart of the caste system.‘
heoretically, for a long time,
he infamously clung to the
oncept of Varnashrama‘
Dharma, but in actual deed,
he destroyed it the day he
took up manual scavenging, a‘
job reserved for so-called
Funtouchables”. \

|  As time went on, Gandhi
became ever more radical. H
Elearly learned from
Ambedkar as well as from hig
wn intuition. Later in life, h
refused to attend an(a
marriage that was not an
inter-caste marriage. H
%ashioned out of his inherited
Hinduism something entirelyi
new. Only the idiom
‘remained, not the original‘
Sanatan Dharma. Whether
Pis reluctance to discard thj
idiom stemmed from a desir
to speak to the Indian masses
in a language they could
Easily follow, or from his own‘
belief system, is debatable.
What is unmistakable is thag
bandhi’s ethical code bear
little resemblance to the
hierarchical, vengeful
gtructure of traditional‘
Hinduism. |

| Unlike Gandhi, Ambedkan
clearly saw how oppressive
he religion of his birth was,‘
being a direct victim. So, he
searched for its best
blternative. After examining‘
many religions, he finally
chose the one closest to

Buddhism

Reason. is ong
world religion that does no
‘posit an external, aII—knowing;
God. While retaining
Buddhism’s strong ethicaJ
‘core, Ambedkar discarde
irrational tenets likeg
reincarnation that traditiona'j
‘Buddhists follow. So I se
IAmbedkar and Gandhi ag
liberation theologists. In th
‘same way that radical Lef
ppriests like Ernesto Cardenal
in Latin America re-
‘interpreted Jesus Christ as EJ
Irevolutionary who fought and
died for justice to the poor,
‘Gandhi and Ambedkar gavé
lnew ethical meaning to the
religions they adapted or
‘adopted. |

|1 am not equating the
two. Their differences are
obvious. One came from a
‘privileged caste, the other
from the most oppressed,
One was steeped in
traditional religion in his
formative years, while the
other came from a caste
ldenied the right to education
but rose to become the best
read, greatest intellectual of
modern India. |

| Neither am I blind td
‘Gandhi's paradoxes, like hii
life-long demonisation o
sexuality. His insistence orl
‘chastity puts him in the same
irrational, patriarchal boat as
the priests, monks and nuns
‘of many world religions. Anq
yet, by introducing the
charkha as a weapon of non-
‘violent resistance, Gandhi
brought thousands of women
into the mainstream of the
‘Indian freedom movement. |

| Can Gandhi's SarvT
Dharma Samabhava (al
Ireligions are equal) take the
‘place of Ambedkar’
constitutionally guarantee
ldemocratic rights? I think not/
‘We need the Constitutio
much more than we nee
lholy books. And yet, as many
‘in our country are still hooke
to holy books and unhola
pretenders, we need
‘Iiberation theologists who carl
help people discard the wors
features of their inherited
‘religious culture and replacq

them with ethical,‘
non-exclusivist
interpretations,
Waiting for
everyone tol
b e c om €
rationalists may
take centuries.!
Ethics is the‘
answer. Small
wonder that
‘ Ambedkar and‘
Gandhi, each in turn arrived
lat individual definitions of
‘ahimsa. ‘

| Egalitarian humanists at‘
heart, their affinities are
greater than theid
Ldifferences. Take the act oﬂ
‘satyagraha”, a term coined
by Gandhi. Ambedkar used
this very term and form oﬂ
struggle to launch his Mahad
Satyagraha to claim drinkingl
‘water rights. There are many,
other examples of common
ideas and action. I wasl
pleasantly shocked to read‘
what Ambedkar had to say in
11932 immediately after
concluding the now-infamous
Poona Pact (where the idea otj
separate electorates for
Dalits was abandoned in‘
favour of reserved seats for
Dalits). The popular theory is!
that Ambedkar was
blackmailed by Gandhi’s fast-
lunto-death into accepting al
bitter compromise. But‘
Ambedkar’s tone in 1932
after signing the pact wasl
‘totally different. He had high‘
praise for Gandhi and stated
that the “Mahatma” (yes,
contrary to popular beIief,‘
Ambedkar used the term
“Mahatma” at this point)
offered a much better deal for‘
Dalits in terms of reserved
'seats than Ambedkar himself
had asked or hoped for. There‘
is no denying that Ambedkar
did get disgusted with thel
Congress in later years. How‘

much of the blame for the
\ \

nterpretations

' Voice ot Buddha
16 to 30 April, 2017

‘failures of the Congress is

bttributable to Gandhi is
uestionable. We know that
Gandhi’s writ did not work in

| preventing Partition or the
bloodshed that preceded and
followed it, and that Gandh
Hid not attend the flag hoisting
bn Independence Day. He was
Fusy fighting the communa
nferno in the countryside.

| Gandhi had a lot of
obscurantist ideas to start
with, but, as time went by, he
ept evolving. In the end, I
see him as a great humanist
who died for his belief in non-
iolence and universality. He
was also an inventive anti
imperialist (though much
Earlier, he had supported the
British Empire) and an organic
naturalist that today’s
Eonsumerist, globally warmed
world desperately needs.

‘ Throughout his life
Ambedkar fought for reason
and justice without resorting
o violence. Today, his
followers, like the Ambedkar
Students Association, are
Feading the resistance against
religious and caste hatred
Against all odds, Radhika and
‘Raja Vemula (Rohith Vemula’s
mother and brother) are
continuing the fight for
justice. With the rising spectre
of intolerant authoritarianism
is it not time for all humanists
ationalists and fighters for
social and economic justice to
unite against the usurpers of
ﬁur democracy and our
istory?
| The writer has been making
documentary films on India’s
Bolitical reality for over four
ecades

| http://indianexpress.com
(article/opinion/columns/eth
cs-is-the-answer-abvp-rss-
rohith-vemula-dalits-
‘4626871/

Appeal to the Readers|

You will be happy to know that the Voice of
Buddha will now be published both in Hindi and English
so that readers who cannot read in Hindi can make use
of the English edition. I appeal to the readers to send
their contribution through Bank draft in favour of
'Justice Publications' at T-22, Atul Grove Road,
Connaught Place, New Delhi-110001. The contribution
amount can also be transferred in 'Justice Publications'
Punjab National Bank account no. 0636000102165381
branch Janpath, New Delhi, under intimation to us by
email or telephone or by letter.
happen that you don’t receive the Voice of Buddha. In
that case kindly write to us and also check up with the
post office. As we are facing financial crisis to run it, you
all are requested to send the contribution regularly.
Contribution:
Five years : Rs. 600/-
One year : Rs. 150/-

Sometimes, it might
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14 April is the birth‘
Anniversary of Dr Ambedkar.|
Whole nation celebrates the‘
day. People gather in
thousands and lakhs. One can|
hardly find a corner in the
country where such events‘
are not going on. The
celebration goes on for more
than a month or so. The‘
organisers are mainly from|
SC/ST communities. Though
such events create awareness
but they often miss out to
bring out the essence of the
event. The question often!
asked is that whether Dr|
Ambedkar worked only for
Dalits? The works done by Drl
Ambedkar for women
empowerment were never
limited to women community!
from dalit and tribal
communities rather it
targeted the women
community irrespective of
their caste and religion.
Inspite of that participation|
from non dalits and non‘
tribals are often limited as
guest only. |

If Dr Ambedkar had
been alive today, he would
have outrightly condemned

Lhese fan fares and‘
kelebration. Through out his
lirfe, he fought for rationality.‘
hese irrational celebrations
definitely would have hurt
Eim. Throughout the year we
elebrate birth and death‘
anniversaries of greaf
Eersonalities of the country‘
uch as Gandhiji, Sardar Patel,
Subhash Chandra Bose etc,
Other than anniversaries,
eminars and meetings are‘
pften organised to discuss the
ideologies and contributions
f them. If we leave fe
gxceptions, there are hardly
any event which is organised
to propagate the ideas of Drl
mbedkar. Even share oﬂ
space provided in literature
and school syllabusto Dt
mbedkar compared to other‘
such great sons of Mother
India, we will certainly find
some injustice done with Dr‘
Ambedkar.

| Dalit intelligentsia and‘
writers have even questioned
that why they should
barticipate in anniversaries,‘
meetings and seminars of]
others, when non dalits don’t
barticipate in celebrations for

‘Dr Ambedkar, Jyotibha phule,‘
Sahuji Maharaj. They have
even started questioning that

hy should they invite
scholars and thinkers of those,
communities who do not
lcelebrate our leaders. Why a
palit and tribal is not invited as|
speaker or guest to celebrate
the anniversary of Statesman!
born in Brahmin, Kshatriya or|
aishyas communities. Non
Dalits speakers come to sharel
‘their views on Dr Ambedkar‘
and preach them how to
follow Dr Ambedkar
‘teachings. Ideally, it should be‘
other way around. Non dalits
should be made aware of D

mbedkar’s principles. It is as
important for non dalits and
lhon tribals to understand the|
ideas of Dr Ambedkar as it is
#or dalits. Discrimination will‘
lend only when non dalits and|
non tribals communities start
0 understand Baba Saheb‘
Ambedkar. \

| Thoughts of Dr‘
Ambedkar is important not
only for dalit upliftment but
Iso for nation building. Caste‘
bond is much more stronger
than religious one in our

This article has been published in ‘The Pioneer’ on 13th April, 2017

Social Harmony from Ambedkar

L:ountry. These caste ridden‘
division didnt broke even
during the heydays of our
L:ountry. This is the prime‘
reason why so many invaders|
have succeeded in ruling over
lus. Even today, loyalty to castel
often supersede the loyalty to
religion and nation.

Breaking the chains ofj
kaste system looksnearlyl
‘impossible in near future. To‘
have social harmony, it will be
a wise move that non dalit and|
non tribal communities start
‘celebrating the occasion o
political leaders, great
personalities and thinkers
born in SC/ST communities.
This will not only send a
positive message to dalit
L:ommunity and other
sectionsbut  will also help in|
breaking the chains of caste
based divisions. If suchl
positive moves are not made,‘
days are not far when caste
bystem will start dividing great\
personalities also. During 705‘
and 80s, no one would have
expected that dalits will forml
political parties. If equal‘
participation would have been
given to dalits since freedom

khen fight for social equality,
would not have taken such a
‘huge shape. It is visible now a
days that dalit youths prefer to
study and read about lives ofi
thinkers and leaders from thein
‘community only. Even on
social media, youngen
generation of SCs and STs
Hiscuss and debate about the
heroes and personalities born
in their community only, which
s definitely not a positive
trend.This trend can stop only
if others also follow the leaders
born in SC/ST communities.
‘There is a sense of negativity|
among youths as to why non
dalits and non tribals never
‘follow and appreciate the ideas
of dalits thinkers and leaders.
Hon’ble PM has a clear
‘understanding of this
developing trend. Therefore,
he never fails to appreciate the
contribution of Dr Ambedkar,

herever he finds such an
lopportunity and I believe this
should form part of discussions
‘at other places also.

\
| - Dr. Udit Raj
\

Dr Ambedkar haej,
always been against idol
worship. He had said againsﬁ
it numerous times. Inspite o
the fact, there are more
statues of Dr Ambedkar in th
country than anybody else.
Ambedkar Jayanti isg
celebrated every year
throughout the country oH
14th April. Celebration startsg
much before and continues
much later to 14th April.‘
Largely the organisers of such
celebration are limited to Dalit
community. Dr Ambedkar
fought for the rights of

through out his life and they)

‘should be to remember the
\struggle and life of such greaﬁ
‘personalities. Speeches anq
discussions are often done
but such lessonsare hardly
remembered after the event ig
over. The day when Dr
/Ambedkar’s teachingsstart td
be followed beyond merﬁ
speeches will be the day a rea
change will happen. |

ISuch celebration havd
become a mean to become
‘public figure. Ofte
lorganisers of such event have
got an iota of understandin
‘about real teachings of D
Ambedkar. Such part time
Ambdkarites have their goa

‘spreading the teaching an&
lideas at their center. |

|It is upto the dalits and tribals
of the country to decide thaj
‘mere such celebrations ar

lenough for their upliftment. I
is not easy to imbibe anj
‘follow the revolutionary idea

jof Dr Ambedkar. Celebrationg
are only an easier means to
shed away the bigge|l
[responsibility that leaders of
SC/ST communities owes. Itis
Inot easy to break th

traditions and customs that
have been followed by certain
lcastes for ages. It is easy t

run with the flow. D

Ambedkar moved against the

Achieving Ambedkar Jayanti

‘which were the results of D|J
|Ambedkar struggles. But
when it comes to adopting
‘Buddhism, creating a‘
|casteless society and quit the
superstition, orthodox ian
rites and rituals, only a fe

|come forward to volunteer,
Fight and sacrifices kept
llimited to only speeches and
discussions. It is expected
from so called upper castes
lthat they will not do castel
based discrimination while on
the other hand dalit
lcommunities are themselves
divided into so many sections,
hierarchically. It is also true
'that there is a race going\

bingle stone unturned in
‘praise of Dr Ambedkar. A true
Ambedkarite will never
compromise with their rights
nd in return will never
partner with the one who does
hot give them equal respect
nd rights. Dalits can never
unite by only enjoying the
fruits of Dr Ambedkar’s fight
‘rather they have to follow the
ideas propagated by him, too.
One can even learn from
Fslam. Islam founder Prophet
Mohammad never focused
bver idol worshipping rather
Fntire focus was on the
imbibing ideologies and
principles. Rather than
engaging in_pi ritual




