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The British Raj gave us a sense of
nationhood but it's now under threat

By Sunanda K Datta-Ray

Murli Manohar Joshi,
a rare politician I hold in
considerable affection, once
told me that common
installations and institutions all
over India testify to ancient
unity. I urged him to write
about this evidence of India
having been a country before
British rule because to my mind
the principal legacy of the Raj
lies not in artefacts and
innovations like the railways or
judiciary but in the sense of
India as a single country and of
a shared Indian nationality. No
Indian language has a natural
word for either the country or
its people. Bharat's elevation
lies in the Constitution's "India
that is Bharat". Hindustan and
Hindu are probably accurate
from a purely semantic point of
view since they are geographic
descriptions referring to the
river and not the Sanatan
Dharma. But vehement
propaganda has so thoroughly
degraded the language that it
is impossible now to separate
either term from the political
"Hindutva". How we think of
ourselves is important as a
measure of the transition from
medievalism to modernity
which is part of Britain's gift to
us. Indonesia's ethnic Chinese
were grossly underestimated
under Dutch rule because
illiterate Han settlers had no

concept of Chineseness. They
thought of themselves as
Hakka or Teochew and were
listed by dialect, just as we
thought of ourselves (and
some still do!) as Tamil or
Maratha.

Two factors shaped
the Indian identity in colonial
times. In neither case was it a
conscious British effort. In fact,
the upsurge of 1857 showed
that Hindu and Muslim could
respond unitedly to the
message of the circulating
chapati whose mystery has still
not been solved and treat
Bahadur Shah as a national
symbol in contradistinction to
our foreign rulers. But the
British government's
administrative and security
priorities, its legal and
educational systems,
communications, and market
economy also played a major
part in welding India's many
nations into a single political
state. Of course this was
tailored to an imperial purpose.
As Penderel Moon wrote, India
was "the largest foreign market
that any country has ever been
able to control for its own
advantage". But however
selfish the reason, the end
result was an Indian nation.

The more showy
appurtenances of modernity
are relatively less important
because countries that have
waxed rich on the discovery of

oil show how easy it is to buy
them, Dubai's Burj Khalifa
doesn't transform the Persian
Gulf state into New York just as
Mamata Banerjee's Kolkata
hasn't become London
because it sports a replica of
Big Ben. Kolkata — or, rather,
Calcutta — was probably closer
to London in the 19th century
when the educated elite of
both capitals moved in tandem,
exchanging thoughts and ideas
across the gulf of time and
space. That wouldn't have
been possible without
Macaulay's famous Minute on
education which lent official
support to the aspirations of a
reformer like Raja Rammohun
Roy who was convinced,
despite his own erudition in
Sanskrit and Persian, that the
future lay in English. Access to
contemporary Western
thought and literature was part
of the liberalising process for a
culture that had for centuries
looked inwards, gloating over
memories of past
achievements that became
more mythic as time went on.
It was no longer animated by
any awareness of other
cultures or any sense of
competition with them. For all
its exploitative faults,
colonialism had a wonderfully
liberating effect on the
stagnant mind of India.
Paradoxically, the
twin forces of British promotion

and resistance to British rule
helped to shape the same
sense of national identity.
Aravind Akroyd Ghose — later
revered as Sri Aurobindo —
demonstrated that the most
Anglicised Indians were often
the most patriotic. One of the
very first of the breed, Behari
Lal Gupta, risked his coveted
position as an early (1871)
Indian covenanted member of
the Indian Civil Service by
protesting that Indian judges
were not allowed to try
Europeans. As whites
hysterically objected to judicial
reform, a public meeting in
Bombay in 1883 strongly
articulated national sentiment
above sectarian divisions.
Bombay's Nakoda Mohammad
Ali Rogay declared to loud
cheers that the British were
trying to dismiss Gupta's
demand for parity among all
judges regardless of race as
being "confined to Bengali
Baboos only". "But", Rogay
warned, "they forget that a
question which affects Bengali
Baboos affects all the natives of
India." It was a brave assertion
of a common identity and a
shared purpose. Other British
gifts are subject to
deterioration. Judges are
dilatory, the civil service is
corrupt. The railways and post
office have succumbed to
neglect. Misfortunes of many
kinds can and do befall other

legacies. Jagat Mehta, a
former foreign secretary,
thought Singapore was the
only ex-colony to have
preserved what it inherited.
India's acquired sense of
nationhood not only sustains a
vigorous independence but,
ironically, it also inspires
Hindutva champions to look
back at the frontiers of the Raj
and yearn for an "Akhand
Bharat" that existed only under
British rule. The greater irony
is that the sense of nationhood
Britain generated eventually
defeated the British. Whether
it will save India from the
looming threat of a narrowly
majoritarian definition of
nation and nationhood
remains to be seen.

Joshi's article might
have helped to establish if any
kind of pan-Indian unity did
precede the British. Sadly, he
never wrote it.

http://timesofindia.i
ndiatimes.com/home/sunday-
times/all-that-matters/the-
british-raj-gave-us-a-sense-
of-nationhood-but-its-now-
u n d e r -
threat/articleshow/60341301.
cms
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contribution regularly.

( Appeal to the Reeaders)

You will be happy to know that the Voice of
Buddha will now be published both in Hindi and English
so that readers who cannot read in Hindi can make use
of the English edition. I appeal to the readers to send
their contribution through bank draft in favour of
“Justice Publication” at T-22, Atul Grove Road,
Connaught Place, New Delhi-110001. The contribution
amount can also be transferred in
Publication’ Punjab National Bank account no.
0636000102165381 branch Janpath, New Delhi
under intimation to use by email or telephone or by
letter. Sometimes, it might happen that don't receive
the Voice of Buddha. In that case kindly write to us and
also check up with the post office. As we are facing
financial crisis to run it, you all are requested to send the

Contribution :
Five Year : Rs 600/-
One Year : Rs. 150/-
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Independence and Society

Dr, Udit Raj

It has been 70 years to our
independence. It should be
checked how far we have
reached in social, political,
economic and educational
fields. Generally, change is
something which is not easily
accepted by us. We change
only in pressure or serious
circumstances affecting us.
This can be seen very clearly
from the mindset of people
regarding implementation of
GST in the country. Many
countries in the world have
adopted GST and our
countrymen still want more
and more time for the same.
Now it has been implemented
from 1% July 2017 and is
gaining acceptance all over the
country. Similarly, in politics
also some circumstance and
desire make it mandatory to
make changes. A comparative
analysis will help us
understand how much we
have progressed in different
aspects of life.

The field in which highest
development and changes can
been seen is the government

Jai Bhim Tg m

machinery. Most changes can
be seen in the legislature of the
government machinery. Now
the public representatives are
always under public
surveillance. In earlier days
these public representatives
very rarely met the people in
their constituency but today
they are accountable to the
public for each and every day.
Today each and every act of
the representative and their
family members demands an
explanation from the public.
The mass media is so fast and
rapid that it spares none in
reaching the conclusion or
decision even before the actual
courts does so. Joining politics
by family members of a public
representative raises various
questions, but if family
members of a doctor, lawyer,
artist or businessman join their
parent's profession then no
questions are not raised. These
circumstances only have led to
a large change in the
legislature and today
whosoever wants to survive in
the politics has to face tough
competition. These changes

also affect the bureaucracyas it
works under the public
representatives. Earlier the
DM, Commissioner, S.P.
worked from their offices only
but today they are always
running due to work and
pressure from the higher
authorities. The judiciary also
has not only become more
independent, but has shut
people's mouths in the name of
contempt.It is not accountable
to the citizens, hence no
special change is seen.

Until and unless there are
changes in the society the main
motive of independence
cannot be fulfilled. There
should be proper accounting of
how far our society has
reached in terms of changes
and development. Even today
it is standing at the same
position where it was in the
past. If this was not the
situation then we would not
have been running around to
save the girl child, marriages
would have been done without
dowry and women would also
have equal independence as
men. Had women not been

forced to carry the bundle of
character on their head, then
their participation and
contribution would have been
at par with the men
inproduction, education and
other fields. The problem of
physical touch still existin the
villages and in the cities it is
prevalent in the mindset of the
people. We blame the politics
for such demise of our nation
and close our eyes to the actual
reasons behind such demise.
Even after 70 years of
Independence we have not
reached where we should have
been for which to blame is our
society itself, Corruption in
government is a common
reason but greater freedom in
democracy is also one of them.
There are many countries on
the world which have seen
huge progress despite
corruption in government
machinery. In Japan, Korea
and Singapore the politicians
and officers at higher level
have been prisoned because of
corruption but this did not stop
them progressing. The main
reason for such progress is that

On 30 " Sept. & 1° 0ct. in New Delhi

All India confederation of SC/ST Organisations a National Conference from 30th
September to 1st October'17 at Mawalankar Hall, Constitution Club of India, New Delhi. All office
bearers, activists, members of the confederation and other intellectual have been invited to the
conference. In this conference, it will be discussed how to deal with the crisis on Reservation.
Reservation is on the verge of ending . To get reservation in private sector is also a big challenge . Problems of discrimination
and atrocities faced will be discussed. All are invited to the discussion to find a solution to our problems. I believe that now
days the Dalits are lying in the dark and their rights are being attacked. Where ever I go, I got to hear that reservation is
ending, and it will end if we do not move out of our house in protest to protect our rights. It is a misconception that the rights
are achieved only when in power. Baba Saheb did not have any power, still he secured the right of reservation for us. Gurjar,
Jaat, Patels and Marathis also achieved Reservation after huge protest only. We will also by protest have saved the right to
reservation and will keep saving it in the futures as well.

Dusherra will be celebrated on 30th September'17. It will be seen who is a true Ambedkarite and who is just pretending.
Let's see whether Dusherra can stops the follower of Baba Saheb and Gautam Buddha. Will the power of Baba Saheb's vision
and the pain of our society gather you all for the conference or the excuse of a long weekend holiday ? So I appeal to all to
gather on 30th September'17 and 1st October'17 at Mawalankar Hall, Constitution Club, New Delhi at 10AM and participate in
the conference. Proper arrangements for hall, food and stay for those who need it have been made at a very nominal
participatory fees of Rs. 500 per person. For further information contact Shri Om Prakash Singhmar, Programme Convener
Mob.9811358350, ShriSanjay Raj, National Treasurer Mob.:9654142705, Sumit Kumar Mob.: 9868978306.

Dr. Udit Raj, National Chairman

the people always performed
their duties themselves
instead of leaving it to the
government. Some people
quote that development in
China is due to the dictatorship
government but do they have
any answer for the
development in Japan, South
Korea and Singapore having
democratic government?

The countries which
accepted change in their
society have only seen
tremendous development.
Every citizen performed their
duties to the maximum.
Rhetoric and reactionary
traditions were removed from
their roots. Progress in
industrialization, knowledge-
science, freedom of
expression of the citizens, art-
culture, politics and judicial
system of all Europe came
when there was a change in
their society.There is no other
bigger institution than society
and unless changes are made
in this institution, others will be
left to a limit. This is our

situation today.
keskeosk
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