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Reform, Despite Nay-Sayers

The history of the abolition of sati is instructive for the triple talaq debate

Rajesh Kochhar

The Supreme Court
has concluded the
arguments on triple talaq.
When can a religious practice
be considered integral to a
religion is a question that has
engaged jurists the world
over. The Supreme Court is
conscious of the complexity
of the issue and is treading
cautiously. It appears likely
that the Court would skirt the
issue and be content with an
anti-instant divorce advisory
from the All India Muslim
Personal Law Board.

T h e
majoritarianists, however,
have made Muslim personal
law a part of their political
agenda. An advocate,
Ashwini Upadhyay,
ominously told the Court
that, “tomorrow there would
be a Hindu Personal Law
Board to take a rigid stand on
Hindu practices”. The learned
advocate should have known
that no such board can come
into existence because Hindu
personal law as an
enforceable entity has never
existed.

Speaking at public
meetings, central minister M.
Venkaiah Naidu claimed that

the Hindus abolished
sati. Similarly, he'd like
Muslims to end triple
talag. Naidu's assertion
on sati seems to be a
matter of convenience;
it is not borne out by
facts on record. Sati
was banned in
December 1832, not on
the demand of the
Hindus, but as a
personal initiative of
the governor general, William
Bentinck. Sustained
campaigns against sati came
from Christian missionaries
rather than Hindus.

The British
recognised sati as a
barbarian practice, but were
aware that it had been in
vogue since ancient times
and enjoyed scriptural
support. Was it to be treated
as a criminal act and banned,
or was it to be condoned on
the stated principle of non-
interference in religious
matters? The colonial
administration took 40 years
to make up its mind. As early
as 1789, it instructed its
officials in the mofussil not to
use official power to prevent
sati on the grounds that it
was “authorised by the tenets

Sati was banned in 1832,
not on Hindu demand, but as an
initiative of the governor general,
William Bentinck Campaigns
against sati came from Christian
missionaries rather than Hindus.

Reforms came not because
the Hindus asked for them but
because dedicated campaigners
convinced the colonialists they
enjoyed scriptural support.

of the religion of the
Hindoos”. In 1813, guided by
court pandits, the
government decided to
regulate the practice, thus
unwittingly encouraging it.
In 1817, the
universally respected chief
pandit at the supreme court,
Mrityunjaya Vidyalankar
Chattopadhyaya, was
officially asked to give a
vyavastha (ruling) on sati.
After consulting some 30
texts belonging to various
schools, he concluded that
though burning was termed
optional, it was still not to be
recommended. Vidyalankar's
tract became the
unacknowledged starting
point for Ram Mohan Roy in
his anti-sati campaign. To
build his case, Roy had to

selectively enlist the
support of ancient rishis
like Manu and
Yajnavalkya, while
condemning authorities
such as Gotama. Till this
time, the anti-sati
campaign was
exclusively all-European
involving missionaries,
government and British
public opinion. With Roy,
sati became a topic of
debate among Hindus. Had
Bengal's Hindu leadership
rallied behind Roy, the
colonial administration would
have had no difficulty in
banning sati immediately.
But it was not Hindus versus
sati, but conservative Hindus
versus Roy and his
supporters, backed by
Christian missionaries.

Even though Roy
advised Bentinck against any
direct action, once the
enactment was made, he
marshalled all resources in its
support. The matter finally
came to a close in 1832 with
the Privy Council upholding
the ban. While now, we take
pride in the abolition of sati,
in its time, the court of
directors had to defend their
action in front of their King,

facing objections from the
Hindus.

A generation later,
when in 1855, Ishwar
Chandra Vidyasagar
campaigned against widow
remarriage, his opponents far
outnumbered supporters.
The government did not go by
head-count, but by
Vidyasagar's assertion that,
“this custom is not in
accordance with the Shastras,
or with true Hindu law”.,

Hindu social reforms
thus came about not because
the community at large asked
for them, but because a
dedicated band of
campaigners convinced the
colonialists that they enjoyed
scriptural support. The moral
is clear. Scriptures are not a
monolith. Be it a defensive
minority or an aggressive
majority, the agenda should
be modern, and the scriptures
interpreted accordingly.

http://indianexpress
.com/article/opinion/columns
/triple-talag-reform-despite-
nay-sayers-muslim-personal-
law-aimplb-sati-4706218/
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In this way at each
stage except the beginning
the form will have to be
downloaded. In our country
whenever there is talk or
discussion for the progress of
the nation many negativity
are spread like - Inspector
Raj, increase paperwork, etc.
Negativities are spread.

The irony is that if it
was in personal interest,
even neighour would have
not known its benefits. Since
it is tax liability to the

government and mechanism
to maintain the transaction in

4 )
qrShi | ST
drad 36 ggr @ ueft uest A ferdea ? f6
gl anft de aifes Yo /ges oo =@t e 8, 9 offw
& T gioe T oy uficdeRr’ @ o 3 d-22, 3igd
g As, Bedlc @A, o3 fech-110001 B Hof | Yob
TR ufcardera’ & Jrar == 0636000102165381 it
Yol el db @t ofeuel gig # 8, M o feam o
ABAT & | STHT B B FId AIE SAD! JTeAT SHA, gAY AT
UF G S | HUAT ‘AT 316 @I B A FUT AT AT o
Ao SR FCAreMSR g off goob o Aot | forar ot B U
a3 gEr Fé Ugd WM 8, d AT A& Ala
g 3R ddftra sreER A oft Feusws w3 snife Refa
Tl B, 3/ ST 3iiciere P AeA9T o B U Ferw

gTel AT daT ¢ |
Hger_Afer:
T a 600 >UU
Th ad 150 34U

benefit the products and
services but it will help
growth all over. Due to
digitization even those not
wanting to go digital will
have to "walk the talk" - 'toe
the line' for the sake of the
nation. Why the fear? This
is due to those (approx.
30%) who were making
manual invoices will now
have upgrade themselves
and go digital. They need to
understand that the more
they show sales and growth
the more they will benefit.
The more taxes are paid the
more the business will grow.
Businessmen have
accumulated black money
due to which they are forced
to do illegal deeds like -
Hawala transaction,
donations, etc. etc.
Worldwide it is visible that
those nations that are using
technology and have gone
digital have grown faster and
bigger. Take South Korea as
an example - they have
grown 26% faster than
India.

The Modi
Government has finally
introduced GST. The
government does not have a
private agenda in introducing
GST, so why have the people
already decided that GST will
not be beneficial. Why the

fear....this has already taken
place the world over and is
successful. It is a tried and
tested formula to success
and growth. There are two
basic fears -

i) all transaction to
be transparent — Digitization

i) we Indians do
not accept change easily.

skokok

Appeal to the Readers!

You will be happy to know that the Voice of
Buddha will now be published both in Hindi and English
so that readers who cannot read in Hindi can make use
of the English edition. I appeal to the readers to send
their contribution through Bank draft in favour of
'Justice Publications' at T-22, Atul Grove Road,
Connaught Place, New Delhi-110001. The contribution
amount can also be transferred in 'Justice Publications'
Punjab National Bank account no. 0636000102165381
branch Janpath, New Delhi, under intimation to us by
email or telephone or by letter.
happen that you don’t receive the Voice of Buddha. In
that case kindly write to us and also check up with the
post office. As we are facing financial crisis to run it, you
all are requested to send the contribution regularly.
Contribution:
Five years : Rs. 600/-
One year :

Sometimes, it might

Rs. 150/-
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Discrimination of UPSC

Results for the Civil
Services Examination, 2017
conducted by UPSC came
out on 31st May, 2017. 1090
candidates got selected out
of lakhs of aspirants. It is a
well known fact that
selection is a three stage
process. Where first stage is
preliminary, second is mains
and third stage is interview.
For the first and second
stages, Board does not have
separate provisions for
aspirants of different
categories, while for the
interview stage, separate
boards are designed for
different categories of
candidates. The purpose
behind different boards for
different groups is to ensure
level playing field for
candidates belonging to Dalit
and backward communities.
When the interview marks
for different categories
candidates was analysed, it
was found that provision of
separate board for
candidates belonging to
weaker communities is more
harmful than being
beneficiary.

163 candidates of
Scheduled Castes, 89
candidates from Scheduled
tribes, 347 of backward
classes and 500 candidates
of general category were
selected for various services.
In the interview, the
Scheduled Castes candidate
were given an average of
163, 166 was average score
for candidate from
Scheduled tribe category,
164 for the backward classes

candidate and 170 marks for
the general category
candidate. Such
arrangements for interview
were made for the purpose
that the candidates of
different classes should
compete among themselves.
If it was not so, then there
was no necessity to arrange
separate interviews. It might
have been possible that
reserved category
candidates would have
secured better marks in
interview round if
interviewers were unaware
of their caste. There are
such examples also were
caste biases are shown by
interviewers. Discriminatory
practices in our society is
committed by members of
our society only, not by any
Pakistani or Bangladeshis.
There is a large
section in societywho believe
that less qualified IAS, IPS,
IRS, IFS and other services
go by getting less marks
through reservation and
other benefits. They should
know that there is no such
examination system in the
world which will absorb the
full potential, virtues and
knowledge of any personin a
report card. Solving one or
two extra questions
increases some points and
such people pass in the
general category, but that
does not mean that those
who received a little less
marks are ineligible. The real
test begins when
responsibilities are put on
officers and quite often the

one who were good with
marks, not necessarily lead
with their work. As far as the
way to develop or talk about
personality, they are mostly
formed only from home and
caste. Those who have got
the opportunity to have
formal studies for 50 and 100
generations, their children
will naturally be better in
personality, education and
living. Those who have been
denied of the benefit for
generations, need some
extra time and opportunity
and eventually they will
match up too. Perhaps there
is no better example than my
experience in Jawaharlal
Nehru University. There is
some benefit given to the
students coming from the
rural and backward areas,
using which they get
admission in the university.
In the semester system, such
student lag behind during
first semester. With time
onward, many such students
from rural and backward
communities starts to catch
up with other and by the end
many of such students even
achieve highest rank in their

batch. Overall, the question
is, to get the opportunity.
Napoleon had said that there
is no ability without
opportunity. Last year, the
first ranker of Union Public
Service Commission was
from Dalit community. In
this year's JEE, the Dalit
student has secured first
place in the whole country
with 100 percent marks,
though it is an exception.
These exceptions were not
possible until the 1960-70
and 80s. Candidates from
general categories and good
background had an
advantage of good
education, culture and
atmosphere, which was not
to candidates from reserved
categories. Earlier,
difference in cutoffs for
different categories were big
but slowly the gap is getting
reduced and they will end
within one or two
generation.

Oxford University
was established in England
in the 11th century. The
British came to India with
the same educational
background and similar
standards were followed in
the examination of the Civil
Services. Britishers only
qualified the examiniations,
should it be assumed that
they were more qualified
than the Indian by birth?
When Indian were not able
to pass the examinations, a
movement started under the
leadership of Dada Bhai
Naroji that Indians should be
given opportunities in

bureaucracy. When Indian
candidates used to get less
marks in the examination
than the British candidates,
and could not pass, then the
third class system was
introduced, before which only
first and second class were
present. Now, compared to
Europe and the American
people, the difference
between the Indians and
them is very low. There has
been a tradition of education
for thousands of years in the
Jews society, because of
which even today it is still
ahead of others. That's why
the country with a handful of
people have the honours of
hundreds of Nobel Prizes with
them.

The country will be
strengthened by participation
of all and equality. Those who
think that it will affect the
quality, their idea is wrong.
When the economic condition
of the dalits and tribals
improves, their purchasing
power will increase, then
whose stuff will be sold?
Obviously, the dalit and tribal
are not involved in industries
and the market, then benefits
will be go the upper castes.
Those who show their biases
on the lines of caste during
interviews, they have only
weaken the country. The
appeal is that let everyone
participate and let the
country prosper further.

- Dr Udit Raj,

Member of Parliament
National Chairman,

All India Confederation of

SC/ST Organisations
Kk

At the stroke of
midnight on 1st July the
Goods and Service Tax
(GST) was implemented.

Telecommunication
companies introduced the
Mobile Phone they

GST

eventually they learned and
started using the mobile. In
case of GST, problems are not

because they were curious
and interested in the
product. In their free time
they are able to watch

very highly priced, calls would
drop while talking, to name a
few among a list of other
issues, still all owned a
maobhile he taxes were



